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The students and staff of BCCS have had a great start to 
the 19-20 school year! The beginning of the school year 

has brought new students, teachers, and staff. Students re-
turned to school a little taller, a little more mature, and with 
renewed energy and enthusiasm to experience new opportu-
nities, classmates and teachers.

In my short time here, I have experienced the school theme of 
Be Willing lived out daily. Students have been willing to learn, 
serve, and love. Teachers have been willing to stretch them-
selves, grow, and show grace to the new principal as he learns 
about BCCS. It has been a blessing to see and be a part of 
a community willing to invest in Christian education and the 
role it plays in Kingdom building. 

Christian education is my calling and passion as a par-
ent, educator and administrator.  An education that is 
centered on Christ has the power to transform hearts 
and lives in students, families, communities and God’s 
world. I have seen this happen in my experience as a 
student in the Kalamazoo Christian Schools, through-
out my time at Calvin College, as a middle school 
teacher at West Side Christian and as a principal at 
Grand Haven Christian.

I have already observed that BCCS is a blessing in 
helping students learn the plans God has for them and 
I am excited to partner with the families and staff in 
this task. I look forward to developing lasting relation-
ships in the community and working to discern how 
to advance and strengthen Christian education here. I 
am excited to see the great things that happen daily at 
BCCS and the community’s willingness to provide an 
excellent education, rooted in God’s Word, preparing 
students for lifelong service in God’s Kingdom. 

Blessings, 

James Onderlinde 

FROM THEPrincipal’s Desk

James with his wife Wendy and three boys. 

Byron Center Christian Teachers and Staff



Preschool and kindergarten are such an important 
time in a child’s life. At Byron Center Christian 

School, we offer a range of classes that include 
3-year-old preschool, 4-year-old preschool, junior 
kindergarten, part-time kindergarten and full-time 
kindergarten. Some of the highlights of those pro-
grams include:

•	 BCCS is accredited by Christian Schools 
International and the preschool program 
has a 4 star rating from Great Start to 
Quality. 

•	 BCCS preschool and kindergarten  
teaching staff have an average of 14  
years experience and each are certified 
by the state of Michigan.

•	 All staff receives safety training and  
each preschool teacher is both CPR  
and first-aid certified. 

•	 The curriculum is inquiry based so  
students learn by doing. 

•	 Early education programming and  
instruction is designed to fit the needs  
of each individual child.  

•	 BCCS programs utilize all types of  
learning environments, including various 
classroom settings, an active playroom, 
an imaginative playroom and two play-
grounds.

However, more important than qualifications or 
ratings, is the view our teachers have of education. 
They want their students to grow academically, but 
also socially, emotionally, and especially spiritually. 
The whole child is always the focus when thinking 
about student success. Our teachers love God and 
work each day to show that love to each child in their 
class. They share their faith daily so that students 
might also grow in their own faith. In preschool and 
kindergarten, we work so that each student receives 
an excellent education that always includes their so-
cial, emotional and spiritual growth!

Early Education
AT BCCS

PRESCHOOL-3
PRESCHOOL-4
JUNIOR KINDERGARTEN
PART-TIME KINDERGARTEN 

FULL-TIME KINDERGARTEN

CLASSES



WHEN THE 

LIGHT COMES 

IN , DARKNESS 

MUST LEAVE.

NEW ORCHESTRA PROGRAM 
INTRODUCED
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This year, for the first time, BCCS is offering 
orchestra as an option in our music program. 

We currently have 21 brave 5th and 6th graders in 
our orchestra which includes 12 violins, 2 violas, 6 
cellos and 1 bass. Director Ashley Kooistra stated 
that “It’s a blessing for BCCS to finally have an 
orchestra alongside band and choir.”  The goals 
of the BCCS orchestra program are to ensure 
students grow as musicians and as children of 
God, and build community by sharing the joy of 
music with others.

Our orchestra will be performing in the 5th 
and 6th Grade Christmas Concert and for 
Grandparents’/Special Friends’ Day. They will also 
have the opportunity to perform side-by-side 
with the South Christian High School orchestra, 
an experience we hope will build community 

between schools and allow students to witness 
what they will be capable of in a few short years.

Miss Kooistra also commented, “It touches my 
heart how excited and enthusiastic these kids are 
about orchestra, and I’m excited I get to share my 
love of orchestra with them. It’s evident that these 
students are going to set a strong foundation for 
the BCCS orchestra program. Some are already 
teaching their younger siblings how to play their 
instruments! I can’t wait to see what God has in 
store for our orchestra program, and how He will 
use it for His glory.” 

We eagerly anticipate seeing how this new 
program will grow and impact our students and 
our school.

ORCHESTRA PROGRAM 
INTRODUCED

NEW



BCCS uses Cereal City Science for its science 
instruction across all grade levels. This year, 
staff is introducing Next Generation updated 
curriculum. The goal is to incorporate even 
more hands-on learning and critical thinking in 
the subject area, especially in our elementary 
grade levels. Students are also able to use 
more engineering and math skills because the 
updates better incorporate those components 
in the lessons. For example, in the second 
grade Physical Science unit on Structures 
and Properties of Matter, students were given 
materials to build a “prototype” to accomplish 
a particular task. After direction from the 
teacher, students broke into work groups, 
created designs, and built their “prototypes.” To 
conclude their work, they presented their ideas, 
tested their products in front of the class and 
collaborated on what worked (or did not work) 
and why. 

As the school year continues, we look forward 
to the continued improvements in our science-
specific learning!

MIDDLE SCHOOL LEARNING

Middle school social studies classes provide 
opportunities to learn about the past. However, Mr. 
DeBlecourt (7th and 8th grade) takes his instruction 
deeper by allowing our students to “step into” their 
learning. He accomplishes this through the use 
of simulations. For instance, when learning about 
the history of the colonies, students created a 
narrative about why they wanted to leave England, 
received a charter, and then worked with a group 
of classmates to create a town of their own (while 
overcoming some unforeseen challenges on the 
way). Later this year, they will be running the United 
States government in the 1800s.

BCCS
Learning

SCIENCE UPDATES

Watching the lesson, it was awesome to see the students so focused in their 
group work and excited for one another’s success in the testing stage. 

We are excited about the new ways our teachers are bringing 
students learning to life!

For the LORD gives 

from his mouth come  

and understanding.
knowledge  
wisdom;

proverbs 2:6

UPDATES
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You can have the smile you’ve always dreamed of.

BLACK BLACK  
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2223 Kalamazoo Ave. SE
Grand Rapids MI 49507
(616) 452-7802
www.BLACKMONUMENT.COM
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Family Owned and Operated
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING BCCS! 

www.KBortho.com
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Jeffrey G. Genzink, MAI
1009 44th Street, SW Suite 107 • Grand Rapids, MI • 49509

p | 616.261.5000  •  f | 261-5045
email | jgenzink@genzinkappraisal.com

www.genzinkappraisal.com

CHICAGO  
DETROIT
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888.722.7837
casterdepot.com

Justin Gritter, CFP®

Financial Advisor 

616-656-3242
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WEST MICHIGAN
Steve Marcusse SIOR, CCIM
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DIRECT 616 988 5850
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Design Build

Sheri Postema

Timothy J. Potjer, CFP®, ChFC®, CLU®
(616) 878-5098
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616.243.3131 
GODWINPLUMBING.COM

PROUDLY SERVING WEST 
MICHIGAN SINCE 1955

PLUMBING  |  HARDWARE   |  WATER TREATMENT   |  HEATING & COOLING |  DESIGN CENTER

Scott McDonald
7791 Eastern Avenue S.E. • Grand Rapids, MI 49508

Office: (616) 698-6771 • Fax: (616) 698-0234
scott@McDonaldPlumbing.com • www.McDonaldPlumbing.com

The McDonald Plumbing Difference
“The way Plumbing should be.”

Complete Repair & Refinishing Center
Complete Repair & Refinishing Center

“Bring It to Judd’s”



Welcome to the Family!

 Sadie Boyd

3rd Grade

Jordyn Edwards

1st Grade

Anna Konynenbelt

Paraprofessional 
Ashley Kooistra

Orchestra

Jenna Oetman 
4th Grade 

Lindsay Rines

Paraprofessional 
Zach Schutte

Middle School Bible/ 
Athletic Director

Laura Witvleit

Academically Talented 

BCCS FOUNDATION
If you would like to partner with BCCS to help 

ensure future generations of BCCS students receive 

an excellent Christian education, please consider a 

donation to our Foundation. Call the office at  

878-3347 for giving instructions. Thank you in advance 

for partnering with us to impact the world for Christ!
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GOLD: 
Bouma Brothers Excavating Inc. 
Burgess Surveying
CasterDepot
Cherry Valley Concrete
DCI - Dykhouse Constrction, Inc.
Kent Butchers’ Supply Company
Synergy Custom Homes, LLC
Vision Real Estate Investment

SILVER: 
B.J.R. Custom Homes
Boulder  Plumbing
Bruce’s Automotive  
Colliers International   
Cook Funeral Home
Dykstra’s Auto Service
Farm Bureau Insurance, Quakkelaar 
Agency
Genzink Appraisal
Grand Village Assisted Living
Haverdink Roofing, LLC
Hopkins Propane
Hulst Heating and Cooling, Inc.
Hungerford Nichols CPAs and Advisors
Kent Companies, Inc.
Lindhout Painting
Potjer Financial
RKM Homes and Realty
Snyder Family Dentistry

Superior Plumbing
Tillema Sales & Service                
VanderLaan Family Dentistry
Village Custom Interiors
Windemuller Electric, Inc.

BRONZE
Black Monument 
Buiter Tool & Die, Inc.
Byron Center Meats
Byron Family Restaurant
Chemical Bank
J & V Plumbing
Judd’s Body Shop, Inc.  
Kessel and Bouwens Orthodontics
Kwantes Lawn Care & Landscaping
McDonald Plumbing
Midway RV Center
Sterk Cleaning Center

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE 
MANY COMMUNITY PARTNERS 
SUPPORTING BCCS!

THANK YOU 
SOS DAY
SPONSORS!

The mission of Byron Center Christian School is to provide for children of the Christian community 
AN EXCELLENT EDUCATION, ROOTED IN GOD’S WORD, 
preparing them FOR LIFELONG SERVICE in God’s Kingdom.


