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CHAPEL SCHEDULE - Friday, May 11: 
Grades 6–8, 8:00 am, multi-purpose room 

Grades 1–5, 9:30 am, multi-purpose room 

Grades PK–K, 1:20 pm, gym  

 

SOCIETY MEETING TONIGHT 

Our annual society meeting is tonight, May 8, at 7 pm in the East 

Campus multi-purpose room. Please join us for the approval of the 

budget and selection by lot of four new BCCS board members, as 

well as a capital campaign update. See you there! 

 

POPCORN FRIDAY 

This week Friday, May 11, is a popcorn day. Students may enjoy a 

bag of fresh popcorn at snack time for a quarter. Team B will be 

serving. 

 

UGANDA DAY UPDATE 

With the proceeds from our donut sales on Uganda Day we were 

able to raise just over $400 to buy Bibles for students at our sister 

school in Uganda. Thanks for your support! 

  

 

 

 

May 8 

Annual Society Meeting 

 

May 10 

Benefit Flower Sale at 

Kapteyn Farms 

 

May 28 

No school - Memorial Day 

 

June 4 & 5 

Kindergarten graduations 

 

June 6 

Field Day 

 

June 7 

8th grade graduation 

 

June 8 

Last day of school, half day 
 

 

 

https://us12.campaign-archive.com/?e=%5bUNIQID%5d&u=f4abbbbc00d0a71191ea39776&id=6bd771c914


 

 

  

PARENTS' CLUB CORNER 

• Moms in Prayer - Moms in Prayer will meet at 8:40 am on Monday, May 14, for our last 

meeting of the year. We will be having a special time of prayer with Mr. Lubbers' 8th grade 

class. Pray that this will be a meaningful time for these students who have been faithfully 

prayed for during all their years at BCCS. If you have any questions, please text Kristin 

Veltman at 616-780-1987 or email kkveltman@gmail.com.  

• Leadership - Parents' Club is thrilled to welcome three new members to the leadership team 

for the 2018-2019 school year! Please join us in congratulating Heather Kwantes as the 

Assistant Vice President, Kathy Caines as the Assistant Vice Treasurer, and Jodi Gritter as 

the Assistant Vice Secretary. We are very excited to have them join Parents' Club and thank 

them for their willingness to serve our school in this way! 

• Nice Work!! Thank you to everyone who has been saving and turning in "Labels for 

Loot" (Box Tops, SunnyD Labels, Tyson) all year long. Collectively, you have helped raise 

approximately $2,000.00 for BCCS through this program–that is amazing! This money is used 

to buy various supplies for all of our classrooms, so everyone benefits from your efforts. Thank 

you, once again, for your dedication and commitment to our school! 

 

 

 

ONLINE ENROLLMENT/RE-ENROLLMENT IS ALMOST HERE! 

Enrollment/re-enrollment for Junior Kindergarten through 8th grade for the 2018-2019 school year will be 

processed online through your RenWeb ParentsWeb account. You will soon receive an email with instructions 

and a link to the system. If you do not receive the email by the end of this week, please call the school office 

so we can update your contact information. It is important that you read and follow all instructions thoroughly. If 

you used online enrollment last year, most of the information will already be filled in and you will just need to 

carefully verify its accuracy and add any missing or updated information. We use this data for many reasons, 

including emergency contacts and medical authorization. If you have any trouble with the online enrollment, 

please call the office and we will be happy to assist you. Online enrollment should be completed by June 1. 

 

Please note that the $225/family enrollment fee will be required at the time you submit the completed 

enrollment packet. If you require an extension or would prefer to send in a check, you must call Missy Walters 

(878-3347) to make that change in the system before you attempt to submit it.   
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MOTHER'S DAY FLOWER SALE THIS WEEK 

Nearly 7 years ago Tim and Kami Potjer created a fund to honor their daughter Sydney, who 

passed away in 2011. They named this fund after their family motto—"Never, ever, ever give up!” 

They continue to be passionate about supporting BCCS’s Educational Support Services so that 

other kids, like Sydney, can receive an excellent education. The Potjers have arranged a Mother’s 

Day Flower Sale in support of the Never Give Up Fund. Below are the details. 

  

When? 5-8 pm, Thursday, May 10 

  

Where? Kapteyn Farms, 4675 84th Street SW, Byron Center 

  

What? Kapteyn Farms will donate 40% of all sales to the BCCS Never Give Up Fund. (Sales of gift 

certificates not included.) 

 

 

WORKBOOK ORDERS DUE THIS FRIDAY 

With summer right around the corner, BCCS is again offering math Summer Skills Sharpener workbooks to 

help encourage summer learning. The BCCS staff recommends and encourages you to consider ordering the 

math workbook for your child currently in K-7th grade, to help your child retain their math skills over the 

summer. If you would like more information, you can go to www.summerskills.com to see what the books are 

like. Order forms were sent home last week and are available in either office, or click here. Orders (with your 

$19 payment to BCCS) are due in the office by this week Friday, May 11. Please order the class level your 

child will be completing. 

 

 

APPLY FOR SCHOLARSHIPS BY THIS FRIDAY 

One of the ways BCCS helps families cover tuition cost is through providing scholarships. Currently, we offer 

approximately forty $500 scholarships. They are for current and incoming families. Each scholarship has its 

own set of eligibility criteria. For example, there are scholarships for special needs students, single parents, a 

family experiencing hardship due to medical reasons, those who have adopted children, and many based 

on financial need. If you plan to apply for tuition assistance for the upcoming school year, we highly 

recommend you apply for one or more these scholarships. Even if you are not planning to apply for financial 

aid, you will want to check these out. And if you know any families who are considering attending BCCS, 

please let them know about these scholarships. Application is made online. You will want to check out this 

opportunity at www.bccs.org. 

 

The application due date is Friday, May 11. Awards will be announced Friday, June 15.  

 

If you have questions, feel free to call the office at 616-878-3347 and ask for Carol Veltema or Gary Wybenga. 

Also, you may email Carol at veltema@bccs.org and Gary at wybenga@bccs.org. 

 

http://www.summerskills.com/summerskillsbooks/math_books
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/f4abbbbc00d0a71191ea39776/files/d657f463-f714-4b46-8529-e1e779e7b41b/Workbook_order_form.pdf
https://www.bccs.org/bccs-scholarships/
mailto:veltema@bccs.org
mailto:wybenga@bccs.org


 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK 

As you know, we are working on “Teaching for Transformation” this school year. Recently, we 

were visited by educators and trainers from Canada about TfT. They came to observe our early 

adopter classrooms, to visit with our TfT teachers, and to talk with students from different grade 

levels. In one of their discussions with the students, they asked the question, “Should all the 

teachers learn about TfT?”  One second grade girl answered beautifully by saying, “I think more teachers 

should know about it because then the teachers would tell other kids, then other kids, and other kids and the 

world can be good again.” Wow! Quite a forward-looking statement from such a young girl, and yet it captures 

the sense of what TfT is all about: the sense of God working in all areas of our lives, leading us to serve Him 

with all we have, and treating others as He would want us to. We are excited about what the next steps of TfT 

will mean for Byron Center Christian, and we look forward to seeing the ways in which God will indeed 

transform our world through our students. 

Also, tonight is our annual Society meeting and, through God’s grace, we will select new board members for 

next year. It’s always fascinating to me that God repeatedly provides the right people with the right skills to the 

board. I encourage you to come and participate in the meeting tonight. 

“I will praise you with the harp for your faithfulness, my God; I will sing praise to you with the lyre, Holy One of 

Israel.”  -- Psalm 71:22 

 

 

THEME WEEK THANK YOUS 

Thank you so much, middle school students, for a great Sixties theme week! You did a great 

job listening and participating in learning. We will never sing the song "Sweet Caroline" again 

without thinking of that moment on Friday in the gym. Thanks for the memories, middle school 

students, you are a blessing! 

 

Thank you to our wonderful parents who prepared food, served, and dressed the part for our Sixties drive-in 

lunch on Friday. Thank you to the ladies who helped with tie-dye; hopefully, your hands are back to their 

normal color. A special thanks to Tim and Missy Kent for taking the time to help organize all the details for the 

lunch, and for grilling the great-tasting hot dogs. We appreciate your leadership, Missy, in organizing the 

lunches these past three years! (Anyone interested in taking this over for next year should let Mrs. Musch 

know. Missy took great notes for you to use!) A big thank you to the Poll family for putting together another 

wonderful video recapturing our week. You all did an amazing job! We couldn't have done all these activities 

without your help. 

 

All of the middle school students kept a newspaper journal of the week telling about people they met, events 

that took place, things they learned and activities they experienced. Feel free to ask your child if you can see 

their finished journal of the week. They turned this in today, May 8, to be graded and it will be returned 

next week for them to keep. Thanks to our school staff and others who had to adjust their schedules to 

accommodate for us and for allowing us to do an educational week like this. We are grateful and blessed. 

~Middle School Staff 

 



 

OVERFLOW - NOTE CHANGED DATE 

The Overflow group will be serving at the Community Garden in the mobile home park in Byron 

Center. We will be going on Wednesday, May 23, with a rain date of Thursday, May 24, if 

necessary. We plan to meet in the great hall at 3:30 pm and return to school by 5:15 pm for pick-

up. Join us as we help prepare the garden by digging, planting seeds, and having a prayer walk 

around the park. Please sign up by May 21 by emailing Michele Michmerhuizen 

at andyandmichele@sbcglobal.net.  

 

 

OPEN POSITIONS AT BCCS 

BCCS is seeking individuals to fill the following open positions for next year: 

Educational Support Services teacher 

2nd grade teacher 

Technology teacher - grades K through 5 

5th grade orchestra - part time 

Physical education teacher - part time 

 

See Employment Opportunities (under About Us) at our website, www.bccs.org, for more information and an 

application. Questions can be sent to John Kramer at kramer@bccs.org. If you know someone who would be a 

good fit for one of these positions, please direct them to our website. Thank you! 

 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 

With about a month left in school, it is time to begin inventory of all of our library materials. Please return all 

library materials (books, CDs) by Friday, May 18. We must individually scan each item (over 15,000), 

determine what may be missing, and then search for the missing items. Students will not be checking 

materials out from the library after May 18 (with the exception of classroom requirements). Please help us by 

scouting around your home for library items and returning them by May 18. Thank you! 

 

MUSIC NOTES  

1. Seventh and Eighth Grade Band: The seventh and eighth grade band will be performing a 

short concert for the K-5th grade students on Friday afternoon, May 18, 1:50 - 2:28 pm in the 

East Campus gym.   

2. Knollcrest Music Camp: Any students entering seventh or eighth grade in the autumn are 

encouraged to check out Knollcrest Music Camp by going to www.calvin.edu/musiccamp. 

3. An Opportunity for Your Musically Advanced Musician, Grades 6-9: Several of our BCCS students 

have been participating in St. Cecilia's music ensembles. They find participation in St. Cecilia to 

be challenging, exciting and invigorating. If you are interested, please call Martha Cudlipp, Education Director, 

at 616-459-2224, to schedule your child's audition.  

4. Beginning Piano Lessons: Quality instructors have time slots that fill up fast for the autumn. Start looking 

now. If you have further questions about local instructors or just have questions, please contact Mrs. Bouwman 

at bouwman@bccs.org. Give your child the gift of making music. 

5. Seventh Graders and Class Song for 2018/2019:  Students should be thinking about their favorite 

praise song and submit their class song ideas in an email to Mr. Lubbers as a lyrics YouTube 

mailto:andyandmichele@sbcglobal.net
https://www.bccs.org/employment-opportunities/
mailto:kramer@bccs.org
http://www.calvin.edu/music/events/knollcrest-music-camp/
mailto:bouwman@bccs.org


 

video. Submission ideas should be received no later than Monday, May 14. Submissions will be reviewed 

PRIOR to the spiritual retreat where the students will make a final vote on their class song. 

6. Fourth Graders: The Beginning Band and Orchestra informational meeting will take place next 

week Wednesday, May 16, at 3:45 pm in the multi-purpose room. 

 

 

MILEAGE CLUB VOLUNTEERS 

Times 

11:50–12:25 (1st & 2nd), 12:20–1:00 (3rd–5th), 12:15 (prizes) 

  

Wednesday, May 9 

Jenni Idema & Leanne Gurley (1st & 2nd), Chriss Pruim & Kristin Veltman (3rd–5th) 

Friday, May 11 

Mel Miedema & Stephanie Burgess (1st & 2nd), Anna Timmer & Amanda Pluger (3rd–

5th), Erin Fennema (prizes) 

Tuesday, May 15 

Lisa VanderVeen & Katie Ezinga (1st & 2nd), Leanne Gurley & Chriss Pruim (3rd–5th) 

Wednesday, May 16 

Lanae Wolf & Jenni Idema (1st & 2nd), Kelly Wolthuis & Anna Timmer (3rd–5th) 

Friday, May 18 

Stephanie Burgess & Nicole Hunderman (1st & 2nd), Nicole Hunderman & Anna 

Timmer (3rd–5th), Erin Fennema (prizes) 

 

 

PLAYGROUND VOLUNTEERS 

Times  

12:25–1:15 (PK–K), 11:50–12:25 (1–2), 12:20–1:00 (3–5),12:00–12:30 (6–8) 

Can you help on Wednesday, May 9, or Friday, May 11, at the East Campus? Contact 

Linda at vankooten@bccs.org. 

Wednesday, May 9 

Lisa VanderVeen & Sheila VanderWeide (PK–K), Kerri Kalkman & ?  (1–2), Joyce 

Jensen (3–5), and Lisa Poll (6–8) 

Thursday, May 10 

Sarah Tilchen & Jessica Lyzenga (PK–K), Amy Raak & Jill Pitsch 12:20–1:10 (1–5), and 

Missy Kent (6–8) 

Friday, May 11 

mailto:vankooten@bccs.org


 

Kathryn Tanis & Jill Snyder (PK–K), Diane VanZoest & Jen Tenbrink (1–2), and ?(3–5) 

Monday, May 14 

Rachel DeHaan & Heather Kwantes (PK–K), Tracy Pipping-Mann & Laura Darter (1-2), 

Laura Darter (3–5), and Shelley Bruinsma (6–8) 

Tuesday, May 15 

Sharon Miedema-Dykhouse & Laura Kits (PK–K), Bessie Tilma & Betsy Feyen (1-2), 

Betsy Feyen (3–5), and Jen Huyser (6–8) 

Wednesday, May 16 

Teresa Boes & Rachel Kuipers (PK–K), Rachel Thome & Jill Pitsch (1–2), Melissa 

Wieringa (3–5), and Rachel Weiss (6–8) 

Thursday, May 17 

Katie Ezinga & Diann Fisk (PK–K), Kelly Knoll & Katie (Jeff) Miedema 12:20–1:10(1–5), 

and Deb Dykema (6–8) 

Friday, May 18 

Tara Buiter & Olivia Huisman (PK–K), Anna Wierenga & Mel Miedema (1–2), and 

Rachel Hunderman (3–5) 

 

 

 

TRACK NEWS 

Congratulations to Stella DeSmit, Anne Kooyer, Riley VanderLaan and Halle Overmire who broke the school 

record in the 4X800 relay with a time of 11:49.26.   

 

 

COACHES NEEDED FOR NEXT YEAR 

Coaches are needed for the following fall sports: boys' 7th-8th grade soccer and girls' 7th grade volleyball. 

Email Mr. Hop at hop@bccs.org for information. 

 

 

SAILOR YOUTH FOOTBALL PROGRAM 

Registration for the fall 2018 football season is now open. Boys who will be entering grades 3 through 8 are 

eligible to participate. Sailor Youth Football draws players from Byron Center, Dutton, Legacy, and Moline 

Christian Schools, and area charter schools. For additional information or to register, please check us out 

at www.sailoryouthfootball.com or feel free to contact Ryan Pylman at 616.450.3210 

or ryan.pylman@buiteninsurance.com. 

 

 

BASEBALL SCHEDULE 

 

Saturday, May 12: tournament at South 

 

mailto:hop@bccs.org
http://www.sailoryouthfootball.com/
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SOFTBALL SCHEDULE 

 

Wednesday, May 9: Byron Center at Moline 

Saturday, May 12: tournament at South 

 

 

TRACK SCHEDULE 

 

Wednesday, May 9 - at Thornapple Kellogg 

Monday, May 14 - at Unity (vs. Allendale, Jenison, Moline, Heritage, West Side) 

Thursday, May 17 - at Unity (vs. Zeeland, Legacy, Hudsonville, Calvin) 

Tuesday, May 22 - at Unity (vs. Allendale, Jenison, Zeeland, Calvin, Dutton) 

Saturday, June 2 - conference meet at Grandville Middle School 

  

 

FROM SOUTH CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL 

1. South Christian Volleyball 56ers: The South Christian Volleyball Program will be offering a 56ers 

program for girls in 5th and 6th grades next fall, beginning in September. This program is for all girls 

interested in learning more about volleyball through skill training and competition and will be led by 

South Christian coaches and players. For more information and a link to the registration form, follow 

the Varsity Volleyball link under athletics at www.schs.org, or click here. 

2. South Christian Drama presents its 2018 Drama Camp. It will be the week of June 11-15 from 9:00 

am to 3:00 pm, with a 1:30 pm performance on Friday, June 15. This is a great opportunity for 

students to learn about drama and to gain experience on the stage. This fun week is offered to 

students from grades 6 on up. Forms are available in the BCCS school office. If you require more 

information or have any questions, contact Bob DeWeerd at bdeweerd@schs.org for more 

information. Thanks, and we'll see you there. 

3. South Christian is looking for a Freshmen Volleyball coach for the 2018 season. Click this link for 

more information: volleyball coach. 

4. South Christian High School Tuition Assistance Benefit Flower Sale through May 25 

Speyer’s Farm Market is generously offering a Spring Benefit Sale for the SCHS Tuition Assistance 

Fund. Purchase a $25 Speyer’s Farm Market gift card and $5 will be donated to the Tuition 

Assistance Fund. Gift cards can be purchased at the SCHS office and redeemed at Speyer’s located 

at 6444 Eastern Avenue SE. Purchase gift cards for Mother’s Day and your spring planting needs! 

5. Summer Tennis Camp - Sailor Youth Tennis Camp will again be available for kids exiting grades K-8. 

The sessions are June 18-22 or July 16-20, and only June 11-15 for middle schoolers, at the Sports 

Park! Details, contact and registration information are available either in paper form at your school 

office or print from online at southchristiansports.com; go to More, 2018 Summer Camps and scroll 

down to Tennis. Contact Jayne Boerman with questions: boermanjb@yahoo.com. 

6. The SC Sailors Robotics Team is having an open house on Tuesday, May 15, at 7:00 pm in the 

South Christian High School Media Center. Any middle school or high school students and parents 

who are interested in learning more about the program are invited to attend. Members of this year’s 

team will be available to answer questions and demonstrate this year’s robot. Refreshments will be 

http://www.schs.org/
https://southchristiansports.com/south-volleyball-56ers-information/
mailto:bdeweerd@schs.org
https://southchristiansports.com/2018/05/03/open-coaching-position-freshmen-volleyball/
https://maps.google.com/?q=6444+Eastern+Avenue+SE&entry=gmail&source=g
http://southchristiansports.com/
mailto:boermanjb@yahoo.com


 

served. More information about the team as well as videos of our competitions are available on the 

SC Sailors Robotics website: https://sites.google.com/schs.org/schsrobotics/home. 

7. Click here for the South Christian Fall Sports brochure. Included are beginning dates and coach 

contact information. 
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