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Dear 6th grader,

| know you are struggling with sickness in your family.

You have people praying for you. You will find a way to get
through it. Hard times bring people together. Your family will
probably become closer through this. Bad things always
have an end. Joshua 1:9 Be strong and courageous do not
be afraid do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will
be with you wherever you go isaiah 41:10 So do not fear for |
am with you; do not be dismayed, for | am your God. | will

strengthen you and help you; | will uphold you with my
righteous right hand.

From, your 6th grade classmate
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Discernment is one of the most important tools we can equip our students with,
but can be a challenging concept to teach. In 6th grade Bible, Mr. Schutte and
Mrs. Kiekintveld recently partnered with their students through a project and
reflection focused on discernment and truth.

Classes started by examining the messages in our world (“you need more,”
“you’re not perfect,” “bigger is better,” “you need to look this way,” etc.).
Examples were plentiful including things students see including in advertising,
movies, video games, and more.

Next, classes looked at the truths the Bible gives about grace, Christ’s love for
us, and His call to love others. Clearly, there is a stark contrast between the

two types of messages. This led to a reflection about how the world’s messages
affect us. Many times the worldly messages leave us feeling unworthy. Students
were clearly able to identify this problem, so they developed an acronym with
their teachers. When listening to messages, do they pass the following TEST:

T - Is it true, trustworthy?

E - Is it edifying to others (does it build them up)?
S - Is it seen in God’s Word?

T - Is it atrap?

However, learning does not stop at seeing problems and practicing discernment,
but continues in prompting students to share. In this case, we can help those
who do not feel worthy. Students wrote anonymous letters that used the truth
of Scripture to encourage each other and hung them in the middle school
hallways. Each letter called for the reader to stay fixed on Christ and His truth.

Middle school can

be challenging and
students can experience
real hurt, but our Dear friend,

teachers work to equip Sometimes you feel ike you can't do it in sports, or you can't do it in
our students with skills
to discern by pointing
them to Biblical truth.
This will ensure they
stay rooted in God’s
Word and are prepared
for service to others!

school. But as long as you try your best in whatever you God is
pleased. | want to let you know that God doesn't judge what the world
tells you but God judges us by our hearts and actions. You make God
happy by just doing what you do.

Matthew 6:34 says “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own
trouble.” God is telling us that you don't have to worry about a big test
or anything that worries you. God loves you in such a way that you
don't have to worry about what your grades are, or any other struggles

in your life right now. You are special in God's eyes!
Sincerely, Student



Greetings on behalf of the BCCS School Board! We
are a few months into the school year and witnessing
God’s blessings and handiwork in so many ways at
BCCS. The storyline this year is “Fixed on Christ,
Living His Story,” and it has been a joy to watch
how God’s story is unfolding at BCCS.

We are thankful that God
has blessed BCCS with
622 students this year, and
we are humbled to partner
with each family here. Our
community is expanding,
and due to this growth, we
are diligently exploring
different options for
expanding our campuses.
The Board commissioned
an ad hoc committee to
explore the West Campus
in greater detail as we
consider how to continue the legacy of that building.
We are also forming a Philanthropy Committee

(as well as hiring a new Development Director) to
ensure we are able to provide access to talent for
the Board to carry out its duties. It will also support
the work of the school, both operationally and
strategically, from a financial perspective.

A preliminary drawing of the Outdoor Learning Pavilion

Our work continues on improving the language of
the proposed governance change which is designed
so the board can be more visionary, rather than

B SCHOOL BOARD UPDATE

focused on school operations. We will have another
town hall meeting to review any proposed changes in
the coming months.

We are moving forward with the construction of the
outdoor learning pavilion that has been generously
funded by last year’s “Fund the Need” at the auction
and the BCCS Parent’s Club.
A preliminary example is
included here.

We are also working on long
term planning with school
leadership in order to ensure
greater missional fulfillment
in the years to come. The
Board, administration, and
staff are creating strategic
plans that will serve as

a guide for operational,
facility, marketing, financial,
and academic outcomes. We look forward to
ensuring we are continually improving the learning
experience for all of our students.

Would you like to learn more about what is
happening at BCCS? Feel free to contact our school
office to set up a time to hear more.

Thank you to each parent, staff member, and
supporter of BCCS for an excellent start to the
school year!
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In the art of education, teachers structure lessons to
accomplish specific student learning, otherwise known
as standards. Students should know a standard as a result
of a lesson or unit. While standards can help provide a
framework for teachers and an overview of the academic
concepts students should learn, there are far too many
standards (school/district developed, state, and national)
to focus on in one year. Imagine the classroom as a boat
in the middle of the sea, trying to decide which way to go
in a sea of endless standards. Without a clear focus, the
classroom becomes a lost ship at sea, or it is pulled in too
many directions and never reaches its destination.

In order to establish a direction and ensure an excellent
education that is rooted in God’s Word, BCCS teachers
take a unique approach to ensure all students are learning.
When deciding what to teach, teachers take the 60/60/60
approach to determine which standards are most beneficial
for Christian learning.

A skill is worthwhile if students need to remember it for
60 minutes. If the concept needs to be remembered for 60
days, then it is important. Learning is essential if students
should remember it for 60 years! This approach helps
determine what to teach and how to best use classroom
time. BCCS teachers define worthwhile, important, and
essential goals in order to provide an excellent and rooted
education that is fixed on Christ.
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While there is a lot to learn, we are blessed with a staff focused on ensuring
that students have essential faith development and learning on a daily basis!
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First grade always begins the year with an important Bible memory
verse from 1 John 3:1, which reads, “How great is the love the
Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of
God! And that is what we are!”

In order to illustrate the word “lavish” and ensure learning at a
deeper level, teachers bring in some homemade strawberry jam.
Mrs. Wilson shares:

It is so delicious that I lavish it onto a piece of bread and
continue to take bites in front of the kids, talking about how
yummy it is, and letting it drip onto my plate. Of course, they
want to try some too, and it is so good that I can't keep it just
for myself. Everyone gets to try a piece of bread lavished with
homemade jam.

The essential lesson is that God lavishes His love on His children.
He doesn’t hold back! His love overflows and He spreads it
out generously. Once we receive this love, what can we do in
response? We spread it to others because it is too good to keep
just for ourselves!

Teachers brainstorm with students ways to spread God’s love in day-to-day living: holding the door open for others,

praying for each other, hugging our moms, making cards for friends who are sick, and making short video greetings
for those who have been sick. As the year continues, they will connect more learning with the actions of spreading
love to others. The hope is that students are inspired to do things on their own. Ultimately, students find that spreading
God’s love creates joy for both the giver and the receiver!

Mrs. Wilson’s deep hope is that the children will always remember Jesus’ lavish love for them, and that they will
spread His love as they learn and grow. Teachers pray that this messy, yummy treat will “stick” with each child,
reminding them of God’s sweet and lavish love.
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Preschool is a joy-filled, wonderful place. Each day students come to learn, play, and spend
time together. At the ages of three and four, our students are engaged in centers, large group
activities, small group work, one-on-one instruction, read aloud time, playing outside, and so
much more. Teachers are working to foster whole child growth in order to prepare students
for kindergarten. In order to ensure each preschool student is

rooted in truth, teachers begin the year by sharing the message

“Jesus loves you!” OUR PRESCHOOLERS

The phrase “J 1 ” i imple, yet so foundational.

This s als arguably the most important thing preschool ARE CALLED TO BE
tudents will 1 1 . Teachers share it daily in thei

fessjlrllssa‘:(; di:zclll;rsls?on};?zrrld fl?:yeleVse ?Irlfslph:;s}(; 1dnispleal;ed LIKE JESUS AND
in their cl d hall . During th , teach

wil walk through th stoy of Jesus and what that means for BRING BEAUTY INTO

us today. If our preschool students learn nothing else, they will

know that Jesus loves them! OUR wo RI-D .

Our preschoolers are called to be like Jesus and bring beauty
into our world. We want our students to know that they can be beauty creators. In each
class, students take time to paint a unique picture that they then describe to their teachers.
This exercise helps develop curious thinking and courageous designing, skills we desire all
students to have. The pictures included here show show some of their work
that adorns the hallways of the preschool campus as a visual reminder that
God made them to create beautifully.

Even at age three and four, our preschool students are
learning who God created them to be!




N CHRIST
Living His Story

Hebrews 12:1-2

We are very excited to share our school verse and school

storyline (formerly known as theme) for this year. Teachers, ED

staff, and students partner to select the verse, storyline, and BYRON CENTER

a visual representation that will provide an important focus CHR’S T’AN
D e

for the school year. The verse is Hebrews 12:1-2 and the
storyline is “Fixed On Christ, Living His Story.”

Hebrews reads “Therefore, since we are surrounded

by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the
sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for
us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before
him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God.”

The verse serves as a Biblical call to focus on God’s Word. “Fixed on Christ™ promotes a thythm
of looking to scripture and standing firm in truth. We were also intentional about using the word
“story.” Each student, family member, and staff member is living a personal journey within God’s
redemptive story. While we each discover our individual abilities and passions, we seek to engage
in God’s story, for His glory. Our deep desire is to invite our students into that journey of discovery
and engagement. Their learning should lead to a deeper understanding of God’s story and also inspire
action and service. Christ was the ultimate example of how to live, and we want our students to also
be empowered to live like Him.

The storyline will guide school chapels and middle school small groups, but will also connect well
with each individual classroom. Teachers will display storyboards so students can visually connect
everyday learning to God’s larger story.

Let the excitement ensue! Consider how BCCS’s 2021-2022 storyline might also encourage your
family and children to fix your minds on Biblical teachings and find ways to engage in God’s story!
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WHAT DO YOU DO WITH YOUR

WORRIE

To begin the year, our fourth grade students were
presented with a unique challenge by their teachers.
Classes were divided into small groups and given a
board with one nail pounded in and seven additional
nails. The task was to figure out how to get all seven
extra nails on the board without letting the nails touch
the board. Kasen (4th grade student) explained, “We
had a block of wood and had to balance all the nails
on one nail.” Reid clarified that they “needed to be
careful because only one nail could be touching the
block.”

Miss Oetman (4th grader teacher) shares, “We

gave them hints along the way and eventually the
teams figured out how one nail could hold all seven
additional nails. Students shared their specific worries
that they need to bring to Christ. These real worries
included COVID, sins, new friends, not being good
enough, losing a game, family, and more. The
classes then reflected on how Jesus can bear all of our
worries for us. We want our students to come to the
conclusion that Jesus is the one true tall nail that can
hold all our worries and concerns for us.”

-_—

Ben added, “Jesus

is our nail and he
carries our worries,
our pain, and all the
bad stuff. He puts it
all on the cross. We
have to ask Him and
give our problems to
Him.”

Max shared that
“sometimes you get
frustrated and you

should continue to try
and ask for help.”

Reid explained, “It f%
also reminded us Bk
that we need to keep

working and keep trying to not give up.” Finally,
another student concluded, “God made everyone
different, and that is all right. God can help us in
those situations and He is the most powerful. We are
not failures and nobody is because of
Christ. If you do not think you can fit
in, then you can stand out!”

With one simple activity, students :
explored real problems that we each

experience, and also discovered the

real solution we all have in Christ! M




THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING BCCS!

ADVANTAGE

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE
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Doug Jurgens
616-531-8561
3942 30th St SW Grandville, MI 49418

i dougiurgens.com

3942 30th St. SW Grandville, Ml 49418

Auto Home Health

BILACK

M O N U M E N I’

Cemetery Memorials = Signs = Plaques

2223 Kalamazoo Ave. SE
Grand Rapids M| 49507

(616) 452-7802
www.BLACKMONUMENT.COM

@y Family Owned and Operated Ei

—
DAN VOS

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

Building for Life.

DANVOSCONSTRUCTION.COM | 616.676.9169

[ ] Construction
Management
General
Contracting
DYKHOUSE CONSTRUCTION INC Design Build

ex>QI engineering, inc.

planners - engineers - surveyors
Donald De Groot, P.E.

Engineering Department Manager

5252 Clyde Park Ave., S.W.
Grand Rapids, Ml 49509-9788

(616) 531-3660

www.exxelengineering.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Make your financial future a priority.

Justin Gritter, CFP*
Financial Advisor
616-656-3242

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Sheri Postema, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

Retirement: Ready or Nof. Ready is Betfer.
Schedule your complimentary review today.

2577 84th Street, Byron Center, Ml 49315
616.878.3755  sheri.postema@edwardjones.com

PROUDLY SERVING WEST
MICHIGAN SINCE 1955

odwin | o
GODWINPLUMBING Ccom

GODWIN'S GOT IT

PLUMBING | HARDWARE | WATER TREATMENT | HEATING & COOLING | DESIGN CENTER

HA\/ERDIN

ROOFING, LLC

. \ Ken Elzinga
H , ’ ’ t a P Owner / Lead Technician

auto service «eie hilltopautoservice.net
«»aiken@hilltopauto.net
prone (616) 583-1274

« (616) 878-1271

8610 Byron Commerce Dr.
Byron Center, Ml 49315

Quality Car & PAnrsgers
Light Truck Repair

Hungerford
Nichols
Where good ideas add up

~1 b=y
¢ TV PLUMBING *
= - ]

BODY

SHOP,
INC.

Complete Repair & Refinishing Center

“Bring V¢ to Judd ¢”

&

KESSEL&

ORTHODONTICS
WWW%MWWW;M%
www.KBortho.com

Grandville » Hudsonville « Allendale « Zeeland

M]K|D

Matthysse | Kuiper | DeGraaf

FUNERAL - CREMATION - PRE-PLANNING

POTJER

FINANCIAL

RESOURCES

Timothy J. Potjer, CFP®, ChFC®, CLU®
(616) 878-5098

tpotjer@ft.newyorklife.com

DR. ScoTT SNYDER
DR. STEVEN SNYDER

SNYDER

FAMILY
DENTISTRY

pH: 878-1675

2700 84th Street SW « P.O. Box 254 « Byron Center, Ml 49315
www.snyderfamilydentistry.com




Kate Bruinsma Katie DeVries Kris Grimm Jennifer Hackbarth Jan Reidsma
Art Choir Student Aide 5th Grade Preschool Aide

17”/* "' ._‘ 4 s
Chad Rozema Andrea Sal Becky Vos Elizabeth- Workman — Deb Zondervan
Band Student Aide Preschool Aide Student Aide Before and After
School Care

Anna Konynenbelt, Katie Peterson, Emily Steenwyk, Lisa Kooyer, Deanne Wilson all took on increased teaching roles as well!

If you would like to partner with BCCS to help support
current students and to ensure future generations receive an
excellent Christian education, please consider a donation
to our Foundation. This fund supports the operation of the
school and reduces the cost of tuition for every BCCS family.

FOUNDATION Call the office at 616-878-3347 for information and giving
opportunities. Thank you in advance for partnering with us to
impact the world for Christ!

Josh Hover Brandon Dykstra

- Tillema Auto
SYN’ ERGY SALES & SERVICE WEST MICHIGAN 616-600-1187

custom homesy LLC b WELLNESS
Quality Used Cars | Professional Auto Service SN  The team at WMWG
616.292.5334 2667 84th Street SW, Byron Center, MI TRl ooommited to

Byron Center, M|

providing counseling

brandon@synergycustomhomes.com www.tillemaauto.com
services in the West

_ 616.878.5991 westmichiganwellnessgroup.com UZEACEIELCE
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-HEIDD CHRISTIAN PAID

Byron Center Ml
SCHOOL Permit No. 6

BYRON CENTER CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
8840 BYRON CENTER AVENUE, SW
BYRON CENTER, MI 49315

BOX HOLDER
BYRON CENTER, MI 49315

The mission of Byron Center Christian School is to provide for children of the Christian community
AN EXCELLENT EDUCATION, ROOTED IN GOD'S WORD, preparing them FOR LIFELONG SERVICE in
God'’s Kingdom.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!

GOLD SPONSORS SILVER SPONSORS BRONZE SPONSORS

Advantage Commercial Real Estate Buist Electric B.J.R. Custom Homes

Carbonsix Construction Dan Vos Construction Company Black Monument Co.

Cherry Valley Concrete Haverdink Roofing, LLC Brink Wood Products, Inc.

DCI - Dykhouse Construction, Inc. Kent Companies Burgess Surveying

Edward Jones - Justin Gritter Lindhout Painting, Inc. Byron Center Meats

Eckhoff and DeVries Painting and Potjer Financial DeHaan Tile & Floor Covering, Inc.
Wallcovering Snyder Family Dentistry Exxel Engineering, Inc.

Kent Butchers’ Supply Company Synergy Custom Homes, LLC Hulst Heating and Cooling, Inc.

Vision Real Estate Investment Village Custom Interiors Hungerford Nichols CPAs + Advisors
West Michigan Wellness Group JV Plumbing, Inc.
Windemuller Electric, Inc. Midway RV Center
Sterk Cleaning Center, LLC
Tillema Auto Sales & Service




