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SIGNS THA'T EN(

preschool classrooms and you will be greeted with happy
children soaking up all kinds of learning and experiences.
They learn so much at the ages of three and four!

Preschool is a joy-filled, wonderful place. Enter one of our

One of the most important things students will learn in our
programs is that Jesus loves them. Teachers share about His
love and also the love their family has for them. As the year
continues, they challenge students with “Jesus loves you;
now, know it and SHOW IT.”

Teachers work to provide
experiences for students to
know it and show it. Recently,
Michele Vieu connected her
class with one of her friends
who had a few health struggles
this fall. Mrs. Vieu and her class

A student reflected, “I didn’t know Erica, but now I do and I
want to pray for her.” Another shared, “I didn’t know I could
write my own sign to help someone, but now I did.” Still
another said, “I wanted to take it home for my mom but I
gave it to Erica because she needs it.”
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prayed for her and created signs to encourage her. After she
recovered, she sent a video thanking the students (which
they loved) and they have continued to pray for her.

This experience deepened their learning during the preschool
unit about signs. Students learned how signs help and who
works with signs. They learned that symbols and words have
meaning and that they can use tools to make signs. More
importantly, students learned they can make new friends,
they can pray, and they can encourage others.

“TDIDNT'T
KNOW ERTCA,
BUT NOW 1 DO AND

WANT TO PRAY
FOR HER.”

We want to do everything we can to ensure the highest
quality learning environment for our preschool students, but
also ensure they know how much Jesus loves them and that
they can show it!




COURAGE

Cathy Clousing, one of four kindergarten teachers at BCCS, shares the following reflection about some of the most
important learning her students experience.

always introduce the word “unique” at the beginning of values children. After sharing the story of the children
kindergarten. We start our year in the Bible curriculum coming to Him (Matthew 19:14), I ask my students to
with the story of Jesus, and how much He loves and draw self portraits. We look in a mirror and notice things

about the way God made us. We draw our
self portraits with different eyes, noses,
mouths, hair and skin colors. We all look
different. We can see the ways God made
us different.

Following their classroom portrait work, I
ask parents to help describe the ways their
children are unique. Having parents write
about the qualities that set their children
apart and make them unique is powerful.

After hearing from parents, we talk about
the way God made us unique. Each child
gets a turn to be in the front of the class as
I read what their parents wrote about them.

We can’t “see” all the special ways He
wired us, but our parents are really great at
describing us. [ want the children to see that
being part of God’s story and using your
unique gifts doesn’t start when you grow to
be bigger or more independent. He created
you to live in His story in our classroom and
in our homes.

I want them to know God made them unique
so they can be busy doing God’s work every
day, no matter where they are. God created
them to be artistic, hardworking, musical,
great with numbers, creative, funny, silly,
empathetic, or sensitive so HE can use them
for His kingdom every day.

As a teacher, I have the privilege of watching as these little people discover that they can shine for Jesus in ways that
are so natural and automatic, because God made them unique: being a kind friend, treating others (adults and people
we don’t even know) with kindness and respect, encouraging a friend with artwork, picking up the spilled crayons of a
classmate, or helping when they see someone’s snow pants are inside out. I think that is one of the most important things
they will learn all year!
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TfT helps ensure that, along with
academic excellence, spiritual
formation takes place in everyday
learning. It allows our entire student
body to walk through God’s story
of creation, fall, redemption, and
restoration and discover their own
role in that story as well. God has
blessed each of us with unique gifts,
and we want to help develop those
for each individual child. Our goal is
that through their learning, we invite
students to play a unique role in
His story.

Our caring teachers are also working
diligently to stay connected with
parents despite the COVID-19
pandemic. They do an amazing job
of being accessible for families and
proactive in communication so that
we can truly partner with our parents.
BCCS is blessed with a devoted
staff and committed parents who are
working together for our students.
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he 2021-2022 school year is going very well

(and is somehow more than halfway over)!! We

are excited for what the Lord is doing here at
BCCS. This year, we have deepened our commitment to
Teaching for Transformation (TfT) as an instructional
framework that ensures we provide an authentic, Christ-
centered education. Teachers focus on the important
work of essential learning, giving students opportunities
to see real problems and develop real solutions, and
providing students with learning experiences that help

them understand why their learning is important.

We are offering new and expanded
programs to better meet the needs
of more students as well! Due to the
success of our full-day preschool
program, we opened another full-day
classroom for our preschool students.
After only one year, there are now
almost 60 students enrolled in those
classes alone!

We also expanded our junior
kindergarten program to include a
full-day option on both a Monday,
Wednesday, Friday schedule and an
everyday schedule. This is in addition
to our current half-day class offering
and has proven beneficial both for
students (who receive more time for
learning opportunities) and for parents
(and their schedules).

As our classrooms continue to fill,
there is an increased need for before
and after school care. Those programs
are now offered at both our campuses
to all students, preschool through
8th grade.

We still have limited spaces available
in our programs, so if you would like
to sign up or learn more about BCCS,
please reach out today!

Our school story this year is “Fixed
on Christ, Living His Story,” and it
is a continual reminder that no matter
what is happening in the world around
us, our focus is on Christ, and our goal
is to serve like Him.

With this in mind, we eagerly await
where God is leading us in 2022!

—Andrew Reidsma

Director of Operations and Family Relations




mn  previous issues of our
newsletter, we have shared the
story of the second grade prayer
walk that deepens the learning of our
social studies unit on Communities.
Students learn about community
in the classroom and then engage
in the work of being community
builders by walking through Byron
Center, meeting business owners
and employees, and praying for
businesses. Teachers have found
this learning experience to be very
powerful for students as they not
only expand their knowledge of the
subject, but also actively engage
with their community.

This year we were reminded that
God is constantly working through
people and plans. A few weeks after

their prayer walk, the class learned that
one of the businesses they prayed for
suffered some damage. Upon hearing
this, students wanted to go back to pray
again and to send cards showing support
and offering to help.

This is what transformational learning
is all about. Students were able to see a
need, or in this case a problem, and find
a way to be the hands and feet of Jesus.
While a seven year old may not be able
to repair a building, we still want our
students to let God work through them.
Our second graders brought powerful
words of peace, support, and care. In
all that we do, we must glorify God by
caring for others. Our deep hope is that
God continues to transform the hearts
of our students so He can be exalted
through their learning and their work.
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11 three of our first grade classrooms share a

storyline of “Spread God’s Love.” A storyline’s

primary purpose is to create a link between the
curriculum and God’s story.

Recently, a member of our community had their
daughter pass away, who was a former BCCS
student. First grade teacher Cindy Coffey shares:

“We wanted to encourage a family that was grieving
the loss of their precious child, Julianne, who was
19 when she went to heaven. In our classroom, we
discussed what we think heaven may be like and
wrote about it. Using our writing skills, we turned our
thoughts into a book that each student helped to create.

Students were also beauty creators as they illustrated
their words with such detailed, colorful pictures.
Julianne’s mother came to our classroom this winter
to receive this special book the students had made to
encourage the family and bring them joy during the
holiday season.”

Mrs. Coffey also invited her students’ families into
the experience by sending a copy of the book home
with each student. She shared with parents, “The letter
inside the book is written to a certain family, but you
may choose to write a personal note to another grieving
person and bless them with the treasured writings of
our children. We pray that the copy of the book that
we send home today will prompt some wonderful
conversations about the joys we will experience in
heaven some day.”

Learning what the Bible says about heaven is
important, and supporting those experiencing grief is
essential. There is no right or easy way to walk through
the passing of a family member, but the truth the first
graders shared about heaven is a genuine comfort.
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Christmas in heaven will have angels
and mansions. | wonder what
Christmas in heaven is like? | think |
would feel what snow is like. | might
see a golden river. | might see leaves. |

AR $ ' \ might see stars. | might see the water.
s if angels are singin9 - | know Jesus will always be with me! |
onder |l music ond if Jesus :? will be happy in heaven. | love God
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Laurie Guikema, one of our BCCS Physical Education (PE) teachers,
shares this about her classroom this school year.

&)

y Storyline is “Step Up to the Plate in PE.” I have played softball competitively since I was in 5th grade, so

including a ball diamond in my Storyline only seemed to make sense. To continue the baseball metaphor, the

most important position is the pitcher, God. He is the center of our class and is the one who gets to throw out
every first pitch. God is the one who initiates any change in my students’ hearts. The students’ job is to simply step up to
the plate and get swinging. Students can honor God with their bodies, learn how to love to move, and learn to be kind to
others in all cooperative play.

I ask my students, “What does it mean to step up to the plate in PE, in our school, in your immediate family, and in our
community?” I hope that the discussion that follows will be thoughtful, challenging, and practical. I believe that each one
of my students has a role in God’s big story and that story includes our gym. Each teacher has content that is unique to his/
her class or subject. We are not only forming our students’ minds, but we are transforming hearts. I desire for my students
to enter the gym and ask, “How does my learning today fit into His story?” My hope has always been that my students
are seeing what is valued in our class—kindness over competition. I thought by being a caring and empathetic teacher,
my students would learn good character traits through some sort of sweaty gym osmosis. But values don’t become habits
just by observation. Students must practice them and write their own good story. I am excited to see them “step up to the
plate” as I continue teaching this year.

B

BCCS Perspective |7



The following is a powerful excerpt taken from a teachers reflection for a
professional development class. Want to know why BCCS teachers do what
they do? Read below as fifth grade teacher Jennifer Hackbarth unpacks
teaching by saying:

ithout first recognizing

that they (students) were

created in the image of
God and that their purpose is to die
to the flesh and give God all the
glory, they have no reason to live
in a way that models the character
of Jesus. There are many secular
liturgies that are competing with
our identity in Christ. As a teacher,

the lie that the better I perform, the more I will be loved
by God and others. One verse that has been monumental
to me is 2 Corinthians 12:9-10. It says, “but he said to
me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the
more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power
may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight
in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions,
in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”
I have memorized this verse and recited it to myself

Jennifer Hackbarth

I have to intentionally be working against those lies and
misunderstandings. I can do this by aligning my teaching
in truth and actively inviting students to enter into the life
that God intended for them.

As teachers, we are working on our own to discover and
unpack our identity in Christ through constant reading
of scripture and reminding ourselves of the truths of the
gospel. My understanding of who I am in Christ works
to shape the deep hope that I have for my students in my
classroom. My deep hope is that my students discover
their gifts, embrace their weaknesses, and understand
that God’s love doesn’t depend on either.

A false liturgy that is detrimental to students and their
growth both in the classroom and in their relationship
with Jesus, has been that their performance is their
identity. In my own life, I know how easy it is to believe
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over and over, especially when I am feeling defeated,
shameful, or inadequate because of my performance. I
need reminders of God’s unconditional love. Because of
my personal experience, | know that my students need to
hear the same message.

This is why it’s helpful to intentionally create not only
daily learning targets, but also 60-year learning targets.
Sixty-year learning targets are intended
to root students in truth and remind
them of their purpose. It’s easy to
get caught up as a teacher in simply
going by the books and teaching the
curriculum, but when I take a step
back and reflect on the bigger picture,
I am able to discover more meaningful
ways to invite students to live out their
greater calling.

ARE MY SUNSHINE, MY ONLY SUNSHINE



My storyline, “Risk Big,” is an invitation to my students. When my students understand the truth of
their identity in Christ, and when they are able to recognize the deep, wide, and vast love of Christ,
then they will be able to step outside of themselves and risk big for the sake of the gospel. When
they understand that God’s love is not dependent, then they can let go of the fear of letting
themselves, others, and God down. They know that their identity is not strapped to how

well they do on their math test or the number of friends they have at school. Their

identity is solely in the fact that Christ died for them and took their place. It 4

is the most rewarding thing as a teacher to see my students living out this
truth and accepting this invitation.

In my first year of teaching I have learned a lot about myself
and what I understand to be my purpose and calling as

a teacher.... I am recalibrating and reorienting my
heart. I am shifting my focus away from this
world and onto the one thing that matters—

Christ.

Fpo

“My grace is sufficient for i

B | o

for my power is made perfect in weakness.
-

Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about

my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may

rest on me.” 9 Cw@%ﬂw 09
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING BCCS!

ADVANTAGE

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

BILACK

M O N U M E N I’

Cemetery Memorials = Signs = Plaques
2223 Kalamazoo Ave. SE
Grand Rapids M| 49507
(616) 452-7802
www.BLACKMONUMENT.COM

@y Family Owned and Operated Ei

WOOD PRODUCTS, INC.

1175 76th St. SW « Byron Center, MI 49315
www.brinkwoodproducts.net

Grand Rapids - 616-878-9190

sales@brinkwoodproducts.net

ﬂ Landscaping Material Available for
Pickup, Delivery & Installation

Barb Peck

616.277.5422 (direct)

www.bcmanor.com
2115 - 84th Street SW . Byron Center . M| 49315

—
DAN VOS

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

Building for Life.

DANVOSCONSTRUCTION.COM | 616.676.9169

Construction
Management

General
Contracting

=DCi

DYKHOUSE CONSTRUCTION INC Design Build

ex>QI engineering, inc.

planners - engineers - surveyors

Donald De Groot, P.E.

Engineering Department Manager

5252 Clyde Park Ave., S.W.
Grand Rapids, Ml 49509-9788

(616) 531-3660

www.exxelengineering.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Sheri Postema, AAMS™
Financial Advisor

Retirement: Ready or Nof. Ready is Betfer.
Schedule your complimentary review today.

2577 84th Street, Byron Center, MI 49315
616.878.3755  sheri.postema@edwardjones.com

-~ \ Ken Elzinga
H ' ’ ’ t a P Owner / Lead Technician

auto service wo- hilltopautoservice.net
-1 ken@hilltopauto.net
o (616) 583-1274
..(616) 878-1271

Quality Car & Parrs 4-PLus
Light Truck Repair —

8610 Byron Commerce Dr.
Byron Center, Ml 49315

PROUDLY SERVING WEST
MICHIGAN SINCE 1955

Godwin |

GODWIN'S GOT IT GODWINPLUMBING COM

PLUMBING | HARDWARE | WATER TREATMENT | HEATING & COOLING | DESIGN CENTER

, & StateFarm- g

Doug Jurgens
616-531-8561
3942 30th St SW Grandville, MI 49418

i dougiurgens.com

3942 30th St. SW Grandville, Ml 49418

Auto Home Health

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Make your financial future a priority.

Justin Gritter, CFP*
Financial Advisor
616-656-3242

HA\/ERDIN

ROOFING, LLC

BODY

SHOP,
INC.

Complete Repair & Refinishing Center

“Bring V¢ to Judd ¢”

M]K|D

Matthysse | Kuiper | DeGraaf

FUNERAL - CREMATION - PRE-PLANNING

POTJER

FINANCIAL

RESOURCES

Timothy J. Potjer, CFP®, ChFC®, CLU®
(616) 878-5098

tpotjer@ft.newyorklife.com

%

KESSEL&!

ORTHODONTICS
You can hiuve the soille you' vo aluwasys dreamed, of,
www.KBortho.com

Grandville « Hudsonville « Allendale ¢ Zeeland

DR. ScoTT SNYDER
DR. STEVEN SNYDER

SNYDER

FAMILY
DENTISTRY

pH: 878-1675

2700 84th Street SW « P.O. Box 254 « Byron Center, Ml 49315
www.snyderfamilydentistry.com
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FOUNDATION

Josh Hover Brandon Dykstra

SYBNERGY

custom homesy LLC

616.292.5334
brandon@synergycustomhomes.com

Tillema'Auto
SALES & SERVICE

est. 1995

Quality Used Cars | Professional Auto Service
2667 84th Street SW, Byron Center, Mi

www.tillemaauto.com
616.878.5991

partnering with us to impact the world for Christ!

—

WEST MICHIGAN

WELLNESS

GROUP

129 100th St. SE
Byron Center, M|

westmichiganwellnessgroup.com

If you would like to partner with BCCS to help support current
students and to ensure that future generations of students receive
an excellent education rooted in Christ, please consider a donation
to our Foundation. When you support the Foundation you help
reduce the cost of tuition for every BCCS family! Please call the
office at 616.878.3347 or set up an appointment with Ron Fles
for more information and giving opportunities. Thank you for

Kevin DeKam
MA, LPC

616-600-1187

The team at WMWG
is committed to
serving you;
providing counseling
services in the West
Michigan area.




m NON-PROFIT
BYRON CENTER e e
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Byron Center Ml
SCHOOL Permit No. 6

BYRON CENTER CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
8840 BYRON CENTER AVENUE, SW
BYRON CENTER, MI 49315

BOX HOLDER
BYRON CENTER, MI 49315

The mission of Byron Center Christian School is to provide for children of the Christian community
AN EXCELLENT EDUCATION, ROOTED IN GOD'S WORD, preparing them FOR LIFELONG SERVICE in God's Kingdom.

I/LM DATES

B Preschool and Kindergarten Registration | NOW OPEN

B Open Houses | ONGOING
B Annual Auction | APRIL 22
B Grandparents’ Day | APRIL 28




