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( :ongratulations to our eighth grade class
of 2022! On the evening of June 2, we
celebrated this group of students and

the work God is doing in their lives. Parents,
grandparents, and friends enjoyed a graduation
program which included musical performances,
student speakers, and teachers sharing about each
individual graduate. We are so grateful for the time
each student has had at BCCS and for the ways
each one has enriched our lives. We have also been
blessed to partner with each of their families as
together we help students succeed.

Each year, eighth grade students prepare and
present two final projects summarizing their time
at BCCS. Each individual tells a different story,
but it is clear that in their time at BCCS, God is
working in their hearts.

Along with academic preparation, our hope,
together with parents, is that our students have a
foundation that will last a lifetime. We pray that
what was started at BCCS will continue in high
school and prepare them for a life of serving
Christ. May God bless each graduate as they head
to high school this fall!
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CHECK OUT THE UPDATE BELOW SHARED FROM CLAY LLUBBERS.

n eighth grade middle school science, ah essential unit

of study is the nervous system and brain. As a teacher,

my deep hope for my students is that they recognize the
fallenness in creation and work to bring restoration in creation.
During this unit, the students conduct a personal interview that
explores creation, fall, and restoration and this intersection
with the nervous system.

After studying how the brain functions and the effects of
trauma on the brain, my students need to find someone who
has dealt with a significant nervous system issue who is willing
to be interviewed. The person may have experienced trauma,
an addiction, a disease, or a disorder. Once they connect
with a community member, my students conduct research
on the issue their person is facing. They do this research not
only to educate themselves, but also to (later) educate their
peers. Next, we work on interviews. Important learning targets
include students knowing how to conduct an interview and
how to word questions effectively. My students then interview
their person about the issue they have faced. The essential
learning target for my students is that they can gain empathy
by walking alongside someone who has dealt with a significant
nervous system issue. In doing this, they learn what helps the
person, what hurts the person, and how the person’s walk
with God has been affected by the issue. Our goal is to create
disciples who learn to help in these fallen situations.

The end product for each student is a presentation to their
peers in which they share with the class about the issue their
interviewee faced, and they tell us their story. What helped?
What hurt? What can we do to make a difference? How can we
work for restoration here?

The students then wrap up (> ' o
with some reflection of their
own. These reflections show
the transformational learning
that occurred because of this
project. A student wrote, “I
saw God in how the person’s
faith was tested and how
they had to learn why it was
happening, and that they Wy i
needed to trust God. God
used me by allowing me to
let them be able to talk about what happened and just try to
comfort them after they were able to talk about it.” Another
student shared, “I think that I saw God in the connection
between the person and me. We had both been through similar
situations, so everything
id she said resonated with me.
I found a new relationship
with someone who I never
would have guessed I would
have a relationship with. I
think God used me so that the
person [ interviewed could
see another way God used
their struggles in the life of
someone else (myself).”

e &

These interviews, presentations, and reflections were
meaningful work with real people. Our students grew in
understanding and empathy, and sometimes showed a person
how God was using an otherwise tough event in their lives for
restoration.
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The Preschoolers from
Byron Center Christian
want to share Jesus’ love
with yod

Please take a bookmark and
enjoy a lithe gift From us!

"Jesus loves me this | know,
For the Bible tells me sof*

ur preschool learners explore many fascinating

topics. Among them is a unit called “Tubes

and Tunnels.” In order to deepen learning,
preschool students used various tubes and balls to
create art. They experimented with paper towel rolls,
straws, and marbles. Our young learners thrive in these
hands-on learning experiences. For them, the act of
play is serious learning.

However, instead of sending the work home, teachers
invited the students to create bookmarks to be shared-at
a widow and widowers banquet. The artistic bookmarks
were a gift to the attenders, and they served as a
reminder to “Always remember that Jesus loves you.”
The bookmarks were warmly received and deeply
appreciated.

This creative project was real work that touched
real people and allowed our students to share God’s
real love. We hope our preschool children acquire
foundational skills in preschool and also discover how
to share the love of Jesus with others.
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THANK YOU!

Barb Franken
25 YEARS

Lynnell Berkompas
5 YEARS

Deb Vredevoogd
20 YEARS

Julie Seerveld
5 YEARS

Molly Nagelkirk
Middle School Teacher

Jill Thompson
Elementary Technology

YOU WILL BE MISSED!

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!

GOLD SPONSORS
Advantage Commercial Real Estate
Carbonsix Construction

Cherry Valley Concrete

DCI - Dykhouse Construction, Inc.
Edward Jones - Justin Gritter
Eckhoff and DeVries Painting and
Wallcovering

Kent Butchers’ Supply Company
Vision Real Estate Investment

SILVER SPONSORS
Buist Electric

Dan Vos Construction Company
Haverdink Roofing, LLC

Kent Companies

Lindhout Painting Inc.

Potjer Financial

Snyder Family Dentistry
Synergy Custom Homes LLC
Village Custom Interiors

West Michigan Wellness Group
Windemuller Electric, Inc.

MEMORIAL GIFTS: Julianne Dykhouse, Henry Toonstra, Howard Lubbers, and
Maynard and Marge Klamer

BRONZE SPONSORS

B.J.R. Custom Homes

Black Monument Co.

Brink Wood Products, Inc.

Burgess Surveying

Byron Center Meats

DeHaan Tile & Floor Covering, Inc.
Exxel Engineering, Inc.

Hulst Heating and Cooling Inc.
Hungerford Nichols CPAs + Advisors
JV Plumbing, Inc.

Midway RV Center

Sterk Cleaning Center LLC

Tillema Auto Sales & Service
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THE MOST TMPORTANT

GAME

The following is a reflection by Laurie Guikema on some very important learning our 6th
grade students experience as part of their basketball unit in Physical Education (PE):

his April, my sixth grade PE students engaged in a

learning experience by playing a game of basketball

against a Forest Hills Special Olympics team. The
academic targets for this unit included basic basketball skills,
game scoring, and rules. However, the long-term learning
target was that students would participate in a way that honors
God and shows kindness to all athletes through a cooperative
(not competitive) game. Students were invited into this
experience by selecting what roles they would like to fill on
game day. Players, referees, scoreboard operators, announcers,
and fans were all necessary to make this game a success! What
started as a unit about a sport turned into a fantastic afternoon
of basketball for everyone!

After the real work with real people, I asked the students to do
some reflecting. One student wrote, “Even though they have
disabilities, they’re still athletes.” Another answered, “No
matter what abilities people have they still leave a trace of
God wherever they go.” Another student said, “Today I looked
up to people that are normally looked down upon.”

These answers were great, but my personal highlight was the
celebration of learning we participated in together. After the
game, we shared a pizza lunch, and my students grabbed a
couple of slices and eagerly joined the new friends to share
a meal together. Physical fitness is important, but learning to
cooperate and include all people is essential.

We are so thankful that in every subject, including PE, students
are learning how to find their role in God’s story!
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RESTAURANT

riting is obviously

an important part of

third grade learning.
Because we know that the best
learning comes from students
who are engaged and invested in
their work, teachers brainstormed
how they could get the kids to be
excited and motivated to write.
The answer? Food! Food is
something we all enjoy and it’s a
very appealing topic for kids so
teachers decided to connect it to
the writing curriculum through a
unit on persuasive writing.

The important academic
component of differentiating
between opinion and fact was
the perfect starting point for the
students. What we think is not
always what is true. Students
discussed how opinions and
words can shape and influence
the way other people think. This
is an important skill, especially
in today’s world. Discussing
further, students also talked
about the ways COVID-19
affected businesses in their

Teachers designed a way for
students to learn persuasive
writing skills while engaging in
this work. Knowing the restaurant
industry has struggled recently,
the teachers brought in a local
restaurant owner who explained
to students what it is like to run
a restaurant and what it has been
like the last few years. After the
visit, students compiled a list of
restaurants and selected ones
that they felt could use their
help. They were tasked to write
a restaurant review to support a

mmmmmm local restaurant.

a great st of the school year

1 have a fantastc

“‘_‘&\ Students were challenged to
““ oﬂﬁ" . .
v a@BF e 02— conduct interviews, collect

community. Students looked with their teachers at Yelp
reviews of Great Wolf Lodge and local restaurants
and noticed how the words impacted their thinking.
Through these discussions it became obvious there
was real work that students could get involved in to
make a difference in the community around them.

quotes, use catchy beginnings,
and use descriptive language.
Students used their persuasive
writing skills to construct a review
that would be mailed or delivered
to the local restaurant to be used
to promote their establishment.

This project developed curious
thinking as it incorporated lots
of brainstorming and planning,
but also gracious communication as students learned
about opinions and facts, and that their words matter!
When students reflected on the project, they expressed
their deeper understanding that their work can make a
difference in the communities in which we live, work,
and play!

=
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his spring, one of our full-day preschool

classes spent time specifically learning

about prayer. Katelyn Peterson, preschool
teacher, shares the following:

As Lent was approaching,

I wondered how we could
incorporate fasting into our
preschool routine. Since

the concept of fasting is

rather abstract for preschool
minds, I decided to have the
students sacrifice five minutes
of playtime and replace it
with five minutes of prayer
time. We discussed a prayer
topic and how to pray about
that topic as a large group,
then dispersed to pray privately to God for five
minutes. We’ve talked about the throughline Image
Reflecting and phrased it “being like Jesus.” Our
main learning target for the Lent prayer unit was “I
can be like Jesus by praying to God every day.”

After students felt comfortable in this routine,
I thought it would be great for the 4th graders
to come in and teach us a little bit about the
fasting that they did earlier this school year.
We decided to partner up as “prayer buddies.”
In the first session, the preschoolers showed

the 4th graders how we pray. During the

next session, the 4th graders taught us how they

pray. This experience has enriched the students’

prayer lives in both grade levels, and gave them an
opportunity to build new relationships.

We also have a paper prayer chain hanging in

our room. Each day after we pray, we add another

piece to our chain. I write the prayer topic on
each piece of paper so we can see what we’ve
prayed about. The preschoolers have enjoyed

counting how many pieces are in our chain, which

represent the amount of days
we have prayed together for
Lent. To conclude the unit, we
transformed the paper chain
into the shape of a cross, so
students can visually see the
redemption aspect of God’s
story. We plan to continue our
partnership with fourth grade.
It has been significant for my
students and has provided the
older kids a great learning
opportunity as well!

Here at BCCS, faith journeys
begin in preschool. Discovering
the power of prayer is
an important part of that
experience!




uring science class, our junior kindergarten

students investigate the life cycle of

plants. Some learning targets include
learning plant facts, labeling the parts of a
plant, planting sunflower seeds, journaling about plant
growth, and reading stories and informational texts about
sunflowers. Teachers talk with the kids about being Order
Discoverers, recognizing that God designed plants to
start as seeds, grow
leaves and stems,
bud, flower, and then
produce seeds again.
They also learn that
plants need soil, air,
water, and sun to
help them grow.

In order to deepen
their learning and
embrace God’s call
to be Community
Builders, teachers invited Maggie, a high school student
who founded Maggie’s Flowers, to visit the students and
help them plant sunflowers themselves. Maggie explained
to the students how she grows flowers and then sells
them. Her profits go toward Christmas gifts for families
in need or families that are homeless. This resonated with
our students because they all love receiving Christmas
gifts themselves and have toys they love at home.

With this knowledge, students planted their own
sunflowers to eventually give back to Maggie to be
sold. They were tasked with taking care of their own
plant. They took their “job” of caring for their plant
very seriously. Students were highly invested in caring
for their plant and relied heavily on the facts they had
learned about plants.

Students loved (literally) getting their hands dirty, but
they were just as thrilled about the opportunity to help
other kids. They were excited to see Maggie when

she came back a few
weeks later to take the
seedlings back to her
farm to transplant.

Additionally, when
students began this plant
unit, the war in Ukraine
was just beginning.
Teachers discovered
another connection

in that sunflowers are
Ukraine’s national
flower, so they talked about the situation in Ukraine
and added an art component to the plant unit. In art,
Mrs. Bergsma taught students how to draw yellow and
blue sunflowers. The work was then displayed in the
hallway to remind us to pray for peace as part of being
Community Builders as well.

Understanding
the life cycle
of a flower is
worthwhile
science
material, but
learning to be
Community
Builders

and Order
Discoverers

is essential
learning in junior kindergarten!
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING BCCS!

ADVANTAGE

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

BILACK

M O N U M E N I’

Cemetery Memorials = Signs = Plaques
2223 Kalamazoo Ave. SE
Grand Rapids M| 49507
(616) 452-7802
www.BLACKMONUMENT.COM

@y Family Owned and Operated Ei

WOOD PRODUCTS, INC.

1175 76th St. SW « Byron Center, MI 49315
www.brinkwoodproducts.net

Grand Rapids - 616-878-9190

sales@brinkwoodproducts.net

ﬂ Landscaping Material Available for
Pickup, Delivery & Installation

Barb Peck

616.277.5422 (direct)

www.bcmanor.com
2115 - 84th Street SW . Byron Center . M| 49315

—
DAN VOS

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

Building for Life.

DANVOSCONSTRUCTION.COM | 616.676.9169

Construction
Management

General
Contracting

=DCi

DYKHOUSE CONSTRUCTION INC Design Build

ex>QI engineering, inc.

planners - engineers - surveyors

Donald De Groot, P.E.

Engineering Department Manager

5252 Clyde Park Ave., S.W.
Grand Rapids, Ml 49509-9788

(616) 531-3660

www.exxelengineering.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Sheri Postema, AAMS™
Financial Advisor

Retirement: Ready or Nof. Ready is Betfer.
Schedule your complimentary review today.

2577 84th Street, Byron Center, MI 49315
616.878.3755  sheri.postema@edwardjones.com

-~ \ Ken Elzinga
H ' ’ ’ t a P Owner / Lead Technician

auto service wo- hilltopautoservice.net
-1 ken@hilltopauto.net
o (616) 583-1274
..(616) 878-1271

Quality Car & Parrs 4-PLus
Light Truck Repair —

8610 Byron Commerce Dr.
Byron Center, Ml 49315

PROUDLY SERVING WEST
MICHIGAN SINCE 1955

Godwin |

GODWIN'S GOT IT GODWINPLUMBING COM

PLUMBING | HARDWARE | WATER TREATMENT | HEATING & COOLING | DESIGN CENTER

, & StateFarm- g

Doug Jurgens
616-531-8561
3942 30th St SW Grandville, MI 49418

i dougiurgens.com

3942 30th St. SW Grandville, Ml 49418

Auto Home Health

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Make your financial future a priority.

Justin Gritter, CFP*
Financial Advisor
616-656-3242

HA\/ERDIN

ROOFING, LLC

BODY

SHOP,
INC.

Complete Repair & Refinishing Center

“Bring V¢ to Judd ¢”

M]K|D

Matthysse | Kuiper | DeGraaf

FUNERAL - CREMATION - PRE-PLANNING

POTJER

FINANCIAL

RESOURCES

Timothy J. Potjer, CFP®, ChFC®, CLU®
(616) 878-5098

tpotjer@ft.newyorklife.com

%

KESSEL&!

ORTHODONTICS
You can hiuve the soille you' vo aluwasys dreamed, of,
www.KBortho.com

Grandville « Hudsonville « Allendale ¢ Zeeland

DR. ScoTT SNYDER
DR. STEVEN SNYDER

SNYDER

FAMILY
DENTISTRY

pH: 878-1675

2700 84th Street SW « P.O. Box 254 « Byron Center, Ml 49315
www.snyderfamilydentistry.com




' NOW & LATER

Tax-Wise Giwving from Your IRA

od blesses each of us and GIVE LATER. Extend the impact of your
/ 4 we know that all we have giving, well beyond your lifetime! When you leave your
comes from Him. Our IRA to your loved ones, you create a taxable event for
role is to be good stewards of His them, since it will be treated as income. Further, they
property. In doing so, we wanted will have to take the funds out of the IRA within 10 years
to share a strategic way for you of inheriting it. However, when you name Byron Center
to consider when you decide to Christian as a beneficiary, the entirety of your gift goes to
give to a charity, whether giving to the school — tax free.
Byron Center Christian School or any other charitable
organization. Whether you give now or later — or
both — giving from your IRA is a

Many of our supporters increase the impact and tax-
efficiency of their generosity by giving now or later from
their individual retirement accounts (IRA).

smart way to eliminate income .
taxes and further the mission of
the school. As a result, future

GIVE NOW. If you are over the age of 70% , you e willl fe Llesged vith I I /

have an exclusive giving option that’s far more tax- 2 Chsibee iz e et eridon by

efficient than giving from your checkbook. You can give your generosity. :
up to $100,000 (or $200,000 for couples) in qualified Please contact the office .

charitable distributions from your IRA. This will not only at 616.878.3347 or email

satisfy your required minimum distributions, but also Ron Fles at fles@bccs.org

lower your taxable income. for more information.

If you would like to partner with BCCS to help support
current students and to ensure that future generations of
students receive an excellent education rooted in Christ,
please consider a donation to our Foundation. When

you support the Foundation you help reduce the cost of

tuition for every BCCS family! Please call the office at
616.878.3347 or set up an appointment with Ron Fles for
more information and giving opportunities. Thank you for
partnering with us to impact the world for Christ!

Josh Hover

€N Tillema'Auto
SYI\!ugm home SALES & SER\{:!%E WEST MICHIGAN [t

Quality Used Cars | Professional Auto Service A" The team at WMWG
2667 84th Street SW, Byron Center, Ml 129 100th St. SE fefj;j;;gfff &
www.tillemaauto.com ByoniCenter, MI providing counseling

3 services in the West
616.878.5991 westmichiganwellnessgroup.com UZELEEIEEES
A




NON-PROFIT
BYRON CENTER e e
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Byron Center Ml
SCHOOL Permit No. 6

BYRON CENTER CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
8840 BYRON CENTER AVENUE, SW
BYRON CENTER, MI 49315

BOX HOLDER
BYRON CENTER, MI 49315

The mission of Byron Center Christian School is to provide for children of the Christian community
AN EXCELLENT EDUCATION, ROOTED IN GOD’S WORD, preparing them FOR LIFELONG SERVICE in God's Kingdom.




